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 Jesus began his ministry 
on earth with a 
proclamation and a 
request. The proclamation 
demanded a new and 
profound awareness: Ѵthe 
kingdom of heaven is at 
handѵ (NEAR, IN OUR 
MIDST) (MT 3:17). As 
Jesus initiated his life of 
teaching and service to 
and for others (i.e. what 
the word ministry means), 
he called upon his 
followers to form an 
awareness of what God 
was up to in their here-
and-now, to see and 
experience life radically 
different and life-
changing from their past. 
To hear that Ѵthe kingdom 
of heaven is at handѵ in 
Jesusѱ presence is to 
become profoundly aware 
that one is now in a LIFE-
ALTERING situation as a 
result of Godѱs intent in, by 
and through Jesusѱ words 
and actions.  
This awareness of the 
presence of the kingdom 
of heaven has profound 
implications for what the 
church understands as her 
ministry. Jesus did not 
begin his ministry with a 
call to Ѵgo to church,ѵ or to 
worship in particular 
ways, or to engage in 
theological conversations 
and reflections regarding 
salvation and like matters. 
Rather, he called upon his 
followers to gain a new 
and life-changing 

perspective of the world in 
which they lived by seeing 
and experiencing Godѱs 
revealed intent and 
purpose for all humanity 
and the created world by 
following the ways of 
Jesus. Jesus requests and 
challenges his followers to 
ѴREPENT,ѵ that is, to 
change from the course of 
the way they had been 
living and be redirected by 
the vision Jesus himself 
represented in order to 
make better the lives of all 
in any present need. 
The church that proclaims 
the gospel (the good news) 
that Ѵthe kingdom of 
heaven is at handѵ is to be 
a church that experiences 
the life-altering presence 
of Jesus in their midst, is 
alert to and hears the cries 
of those in present need, 
and responds with 
unconditional and 
nonjudgmental 
compassion and loving 
help. Before the churchѱs 
proclamation of the gospel 
dares assert the promises 
of God in the great 
beyond, it first is to attend 
to the life-threatening 
issues in the here-and-
now. As revealed in and 
through the words and 
actions of Jesus, the gospel 
is good news for the here-
and-now; it is about 
caring and healing, 
changing peoplesѱ lives 
through attentive listening 
and responsive actions 
demonstrating selfless and 
sacrificial love for others. 
The measure of Godѱs 

eternal promises as 
delivered by Jesus and 
subsequently by the 
church makes sense to the 
present world in which we 
live only as the church is 
able to reach out to and 
respond to those in 
present need; anything 
less raises further doubts 
and objections.    
After a period of guided 
instruction on the matters 
of delivering the gospel in 
ways of loving care and 
concern for others (i.e. The 
Sermon on the Mount in 
Matthew 5-7) and through 
the opportunity of 
witnessing Jesusѱ own 
actions directed towards 
those in need, Jesus sent 
out his followers to do 
ministry in the shape and 
form of the awareness that 
acknowledges that, 
indeed, Ѵthe kingdom of 
heaven is at hand.ѵ Like 
Jesusѱ own ways of 
ministering to the world in 
which he walked, his 
followers were also to not 
only announce that Ѵthe 
kingdom of heaven is at 
hand,ѵ but were directed 
to Ѵheal those in sickness, 
raise the dead, cleanse the 
lepers (any who would be 
considered to be outcasts 
by their visible 
appearance), and cast out 
demonsѵ (MT 10:8). Hence, 
the ministry of the church 
is fundamentally to be 
about enhancing, 
enriching and improving 
the lives of those to whom 
it ministers, to so 
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äıǗƁǟż äıǟǫưǗ 
äıǟǫưǗ ¤ưżƤ Ģưǟǫ 

ïǫıɃ ²ŜƢōŜǗǟ ÀŴ >ă¨> 
¶ ²ıǗŵƁŜ EǳƤƖƙŜʍ ïŜŎǗŜǫıǗȒʘ
!ǟǟǫʒ üǗŜıǟǳǗŜǗ 

¶ EƁıƤƤŜ ïżǳŎƖʍ üǗŜıǟǳǗŜǗ 
¶ >ƙƁɃ ěıƙŜƤǫƁƤŜʍ eƁƤıƤŎƁıƙ 
çŜŎưǗŕƁƤŵ ïŜŎǗŜǫıǗȒ 

¶ üưƢ >ıǫżŜǗƢıƤʍ  
     >ǳǟǫưŕƁıƤ 
¶ ̈ ưǗŜǫǫı ²ıǗǫƁƤʍ  mưǳǟŜʰ
ƖŜŜǔƁƤŵ 

 

>ưǳƤŎƁƙ ²ŜƢōŜǗǟ 
¶ EǗŜȌ >żǗƁǟǫȒʍ äǗŜǟƁŕŜƤǫ 
¶ Eưǳŵ fŜƢōŜǗƙƁƤŵʍ ěƁŎŜ 
äǗŜǟƁŕŜƤǫ 

¶ =ıǗǗȒ ïǔıƤŵƙŜǗʍ >ưǳƤŎƁƙ ˾ 
çŜŎưǗŕƁƤŵ ïŜŎǗŜǫıǗȒ 

¶ EƁıƤƤŜ ïżǳŎƖʍ üǗŜıǟǳǗŜǗ 
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¶ ²ıǳǗƁŎŜ >ƙưǳǟŜǗʍ >ưǳƤŎƁƙ 
¶ ¤ưŜ EǗŜǟǟƙŜǗʍ >ưǳƤŎƁƙ 
¶ ¦ƁƢ =ƙȒƙŜǗʍ >ưǳƤŎƁƙ 
äżưƤŜʌ ɒɔɍ-ɖɏɏ-Ɏɕɓɍ 
NƢıƁƙʌ ŎǳƙŎ˽ŕŜƓıȜȜŕʒŎưƢ  
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ƖŜŜǔƁƤŵ 
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¶ ̈ ƁƤŕı ïƖƁƤƤŜǗʍ >ưǳƤŎƁƙ 
äǗŜǟƁŕŜƤǫ 

¶ fıǗȒ fƁǗǫưƤʍ ěƁŎŜ  
¶ äǗŜǟƁŕŜƤǫ 
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¶ ïŜŎǗŜǫıǗȒ 
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¶ EŜıƤƤı =ƁƙƙưȌʍ >ưǳƤŎƁƙ 
¶ ïǳŜ ¤ưȌǟʍ >ưǳƤŎƁƙ  
¶ >ıǗưƙ ¦ƙưǟŜʍ >ưǳƤŎƁƙ 
¶ ̈ ƁōōȒ ¨ưǟǟʍ >ưǳƤŎƁƙ 
¶ ¤ıƤŜ ²ưưǗŜʍ >ưǳƤŎƁƙ  
¶ ïżŜǗǗƁ ´ŜŜŎŜʍ >ưǳƤŎƁƙ 
¶ ¤ƁƢ ïŎżȌıǗǫȜʍ >ưǳƤŎƁƙ 
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¶ ěıŎıƤŎȒ 
äżưƤŜʌ ɒɔɍ-ɖɓɓ-ɍɏɓɓ 
NƢıƁƙʌ ɈǗǟǫƙǳ˽ŕŜƓıȜȜŕʒŎưƢ 
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From Our Pastor... 
MINISTRY IN THE KINGDOM OF 
HEAVEN (continued) 
radically change the conditions of 
those in need in order that they 
might experience anew the realities 
of Jesusѱ presence in their lives and 
the healing and hope that derives 
from his presence.  
To be sure, the church, the 
followers of Jesus in our here-and-
now, is to be undergirded, 
supported and sustained in her 
ministries of worship and 
catechesis, in her life-long 
attention to devotion and learning. 
But a church that is attentive to 
following the ways of Jesus will 
find her primary busyness in times 
beyond the Sunday morning hours 
by reaching out into the world and 
being instrumental in providing 
loving and helpful care to all who 
are in need. The church that 
operates in and by Jesusѱ name and 
presence is to be a people who will 
address with concerted attention 
and action any and all life-
threatening concerns (i.e. illness 
and suffering, discrimination and 
exclusion fueled by hate and greed, 
the hurt and pain of violence and 
vengeance) experienced by those in 
need and who will minister with 
compassionate love and life-
enhancing care. The church is to be 
more than a proclaimer of the 
gospel; she is to minister to the 
truth of the gospel, that the 

kingdom of heaven is at hand, by 
reaching out and providing help 
and care to all in need. 
The irony that is observed in the 
awareness that the kingdom of 
heaven is at hand is ultimately 
realized by the way of the cross, 
that is, by laying down oneѱs own 
life so that others may experience 
the fullness and abundance of life 
that God in and through Christ 
Jesus alone can offer. As Jesus 
revealed, ѴFor those who want to 
save their own life will lose it, and 
those who lose their life for my 
sake will find itѵ (MT. 16:25). The 
church cannot finds its way by 
skirting around or away from the 
cross. The church of Jesus exists 
only for the sake of the gospel, that 
is, the good news of God expressed 
in the life and death and 
resurrection; and is to reach out 
and minister to all whose lives are 
threatened in any manner. 
This may be why Jesus stated in the 
shadows of the cross, ѴCome, you 
that are blessed by my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the 
world; for I was hungry and you 
gave me food, I was thirsty and you 
gave me something to drink, I was 
a stranger and you welcomed me, I 
was naked and you gave me 
clothing, I was sick and you took 
care of me, I was in prison and you 
visited me. Then the righteous will 

answer him, ѰLord, when was it 
that we saw you hungry and gave 
you food, or thirsty and gave you 
something to drink? And when was 
it that we saw you a stranger and 
welcomed you, or naked and gave 
you clothing? And when was it that 
we saw you sick or in prison and 
visited you?ѱ And he will answer 
them, Truly I tell you, just as you 
did it to one of the least of these 
who are my family of brothers and 
sisters you did it to meѵ (Matthew 
25:34-40). 
The kingdom of heaven that Jesus 
describes as at hand, in our midst, 
is Godѱs reign of the favor of the 
abundance of life for all against 
anything and everything that 
threatens or seeks to harm such 
God-given and God-promised life. 
To put it quite simply, the church is 
to do as Jesus does. Nothing less 
and nothing more than to be 
vigilantly aware of Jesusѱ presence, 
to be attentive to the cries of the 
needy, and to be responsive with 
acts of compassionate love by 
providing helpful and selfless care 
to Ѵthe least of theseѵ and by 
casting out the demonic presence of 
that which seeks to bring about 
harm and hurt. Are we up to the 
call and the challenge? Jesus 
believes we are by empowering us 
by his very Spirit to do so. 

Blessings, 
Pr. John  

All services for the month of October will be Parish services 
held at 10:00 AM at the Elias Church 
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In Our Prayers: 
The Baker Family 
Jan Beckley 
Dennis Boop  
Jim & Florence Boop   
Bev Catherman  
Roger Dunkle  
Mike Flickinger 
Doug & Pearl 
Gemberling 
Barbara Grimooris 
Hackenberg Family -
CULC 
Dustin Kline   
Jerry Mickel  
Eric Powell & Family 
Bob Rantz  
Sam & Ethel Schnure  
Delight Showalter  
Kevin Shuck 
Ken Smith  
John Snook 
Wanda Stamm  
Meda Struble   
Helen Troup 

    In Our Military:  
    Brandi Gemberling 
    Thaddeus Miller  
    Zachary Miller 
    Cora Reed 
   

    Our Shut-Ins: 
    Jan Beckley   
    Jim & Florence Boop 
    Carolyn Bowersox                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  
    Shirley Diehl 
    Barbara Grimooris  
    Pat Korman  
    Betty Lauf    
    Dr. Bill Musser  
    Ethel Musser  
    Eugene Phillips  
    Helen Pirone 
    Richard Schnure 
    Marie VonNeida  
    Connie Wagner  
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X³öß²»ì +É²Ô» iöú·É»ð 
RßÚ·§Ć  
ʅʄʳʇʄ §ʹÙʹ 
,sM,  
 
X³öß²»ì ʋ 
X³öß²»ì ʅʈ
X³öß²»ì ʆʅ 
X³öß²»ì ʆʌ 

oú»ð·§Ć 
ʅʄʳʇʄ §ʹÙʹ 
=4M, 
X³öß²»ì ʅ 
X³öß²»ì ʌ 
X³öß²»ì ʅʉ 
X³öß²»ì ʆʆ 
X³öß²»ì ʆʍ 

}»·Ú»ð·§Ć 
ʋʳʄʄ éʹÙʹ 
,sM, 
 
X³öß²»ì ʍ 
X³öß²»ì ʅʊ 
X³öß²»ì ʆʇ 
X³öß²»ì ʇʄ 

Our deepest sympathy is extended to Betty Goss following the death of her mother, Sara Earnest, on July 17 and 
to Ron & Darlene Ulrich upon the death of Ronƛs sister-in-law, Bonnie Ulrich, on September 8. 
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Thank You Pastor John for All You Do For Us!  
May God Bless You Always!  

 With Love, 
Your family at Christ's United & First Lutheran Churches 




